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Editorial

Who killed Bernadette Auger?

Mission

Edmonton Street News Society provides a voice,
employment and social support to those who need
these, and communicates perspectives dealing
with poverty and social justice, by education and
communication activities, including publishing a
street newspaper

Values/Beliefs/Guiding Principles

We believe in being inclusive and encouraging
We believe that human rights are fundamental to living 
together
We believe that everyone deserves the opportunity to earn and
control their money
We believe in journalistic and organizational professionalism
and integrity
We believe the public needs to know about issues around
poverty and social justice
We value community and connecting with others 
We value passion and determination
We believe everyone deserves the opportunity to learn, develop
and use communication skills

Newspaper reports based on police infor-
mation and eyewitness accounts tell us that
Bernadette Auger died on the afternoon of
Saturday, January 16 from gunshot wounds
inflicted by two Edmonton Police Service offi-
cers. The shooting resulted from confronta-
tions with police in Auger's apartment build-
ing and in an alley behind the building near
118 Avenue and 82 Street.

The Alberta Serious Incident Response
Team (ASIRT) is investigating the incident and
will likely confirm reports that Auger carried
an object that resembled a pistol and pointed
the object at several tenants
in her apartment building
and at police officers after
they arrived on the scene.
ASIRT will probably confirm
that, although Auger's
“weapon” turned out to be a
harmless replica, the officers
had no way of knowing that,
and they had to assume that
Auger had a real weapon that
put their lives and the lives of
others in imminent danger. 

We have no way of pre-
dicting how ASIRT will assess the facts and
rule on the important question of whether
the police were justified in using lethal force. 

But the facts of the matter as they are or
will be known do not, and cannot, get to
important truths. The facts speak to details
surrounding a specific incident and specific
circumstances. They could easily lead us to
conclude that Auger's death was a one-off
affair; that once questions around the justifi-
cation (or lack of it) for police decisions are
answered and, if necessary, dealt with, we
can move on. If that happens, it will mean
that in focusing on the facts, investigators
will have missed more significant truths. 

The truth of the matter does not just
involve what happened on the afternoon of
January 16; it also involves reasons why a
middle-aged Aboriginal woman with a history
of mental problems and suicidal impulses
and a pair of police officers who we must
believe are trained and motivated to use
lethal force as an extreme last resort, came
to face each other in a life-or-death show-
down on a wintery afternoon in North
Edmonton. 

Muriel Stanley Venne addressed part of
that truth in a story in the February issue of
ESN: Bernadette Auger is only the latest in a
long list of Aboriginal woman in our commu-
nity and our country to die violently. It is

reasonable to assume that she will not be the
last. 

Aboriginal woman die violently out of all
proportion to their numbers in their commu-
nities and at large. Non-aboriginal and
Aboriginal authorities and police are impli-
cated. Non-aboriginal and Aboriginal men are
implicated. Non-aboriginal and Aboriginal
women are implicated, as perpetrators and
as suicides. Non-aboriginal and Aboriginal
social and medical institutions and agencies
are implicated. Economic factors and agen-
cies are implicated. We are all implicated.

The list of possible culprits
is as sad as it is long. And it is
long enough to suggest that
Aboriginal women face eco-
nomic and cultural prejudice
in Aboriginal and non-aborigi-
nal communities. Aboriginal
women leaders have tried to
make that case for decades.
Maybe it's time we started lis-
tening to what they have to
say.

Bernadette Auger was
Aboriginal: that is a fact. But

she is not just another dead Aboriginal; if we
allow her and her death to be treated that
way, then we will demean ourselves more
than we demean her. That, too, is a truth. 

Auger's death and the manner of it are
not just the concern of the Alberta Serious
Incident Response Team. They are not just a
matter for the Edmonton Police Service to
address through internal or independent
review. They are a matter for all of us,
including our provincial government, to con-
sider seriously. And then to do something
constructive in response.

The Sweatbox incident, recalled in a story
in this issue, reminds us that attitudes
toward Aboriginals among Edmonton Police
Service officers are not always what we would
hope they might be. It would be wrong to
assume that such attitudes played a role in
Auger's death. It would be just as wrong—
and just as harmful to relations between
police and Aboriginal citizens—for ASIRT to
assume without question that they did not.

We await ASIRT's report with interest and
concern.

ESN editorials are a consensus opinion of
the executive committee of the Edmonton
Street News Society. The executive committee
members are Allan Sheppard, president; Jim
Gurnett, vice-president; Tim Wilson, secretary;
and Linda Dumont, treasurer and editor. 

Aboriginal women
face economic

and cultural 
prejudice in

Aboriginal and
non-aboriginal
communities



Nearly five years have passed since the
“Sweatbox Incident” and the Edmonton
Police Service internal investigation into a
complaint made by Tom Engel on behalf of
Diane Wood, Christopher Robillard and
Thomas Robillard (now deceased) has been
completed. It was alleged that May 20, 2005
on duty members of the EPS picked up nine
intoxicated homeless persons in the old
Strathcona area and transported them, in a
marked paddy wagon, to 127 Avenue and 81
Street where they were released. Shortly after
their release, following a complaint from a
citizen, the nine persons were picked up by
on duty EPS members and taken to a down-
town shelter.

EPS Professional Standards branch
started an investigation, then turned over the
criminal portion to the RCMP “K: Division.
Feb. 2008 the RCMP investigation was com-
pleted, and turned over to Alberta Justice for
review. No criminal charges were laid against
the officers involved.

The evidence gathered in the criminal
investigation was evaluated to determine if
there was misconduct on the part of the EPS
members involved.

The following ESPS members were the
subjects of this investigation. The list
includes both those who transported the

nine persons to the north side, the first three
listed, and those who then transported them
to the shelter. They are:
Constable  Lael Saute, 
Constable Patrick Hannas, 
Constable Graham Blackburn, 
Constable Christopher Tagg,  
Constable Cameron Land, and 
Constable Michael Zacharuk.

The allegations of insubordination
were made against all six of the officers. This
was for failing to transport the homeless
intoxicated persons to a specific location on
the part of Sauter, Hannas and Blackburn,
and arranging for transport to a downtown
shelter on the part the Tagg, Land and
Zacharuk.  In addition, all of the officers
failed to make notes referring to the incident
and they transported the six males and three
females together in the back of the patrol
wagon contrary to EPS Policy and Procedure.   

Additional allegations against some of
the officers included discreditable conduct in
operating a marked police vehicle when
transporting the nine person from Old
Strathcona to North Edmonton, and unlawful
or unnecessary exercise of authority. Most of
these allegations have been “concluded as
there is no reasonable prospect of establish-
ing the facts necessary to obtain a convic-
tion”.

Constable Zacharuk was investigated
on allegations of Insubordination and
Discreditable Conduct. Insubordination was

for arranging the transport of the homeless
persons from the parking lot to a downtown
shelter and failure to make notes about the
incident. Discreditable conduct was for com-
ments made by Zacharuk via police radio to
the North Division communications sector
using words to the effect of “Yeah if you can
find me the district they can come and re-
claim their mis-located garbage.”

After a review of the evidence, a rep-
rimand has been issued and attached to
Zacharuks’s service record, to remain for a
period of three years, and he has been
ordered to complete an Aboriginal and First
Nations Awareness course.

The same “official warning” has been
issued for all six officers for the complaints
where there was a “reasonable prospect of

establishing the facts necessary to obtain a
conviction.” and attached to the constable’s
personal file to remain on the his service
record for three years. Other allegations were
“concluded with no reasonable prospect of
establishing the facts necessary to obtain a
conviction”.

Diane Wood and Christopher
Robillard, with the help of Lawyer Tom
Engel, have filed an appeal to the Law
Enforcement Review Board on the following
grounds: ‘The dismissal of some of the alle-
gations against Hannas, Blackburn and
Sauter; the punishment of a reprimand was
inadequate in the case of Zacharuk; in rela-
tion to the Respondents Tagg and Land, the

punishment of an official warning for insub-
ordination was inadequate and it was unrea-
sonable to find that there was no basis to
charge for insubordination in relation to the
breach of policy about transporting prisoners
of the opposite sex.

"There was also a failure to apply the
charging threshold from LERB
and a complete failure to deal with the com-
plaint about the oppressive conditions in the
van and the allegation that one of the occu-
pants was denied the opportunity to use the
bathroom. ( Phyllis, now deceased, had no
alternative but to urinate in the patrol
wagon.)

"There was a failure to investigate the
complaint of neglect of duty of those officers
who were aware of the facts before the com-
plaint was made on December 19, 2006 and
who failed to investigate the treatment of the
individuals in the patrol wagon as opposed to
investigating the complaint by the citizen on
the North Side who phoned in a complaint
about the effect on third parties from the
occupants being dropped in her neighbor-
hood;’

An appeal date has yet to be set.

Story and photos by Linda Dumont
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Edmonton Police Services release results of internal review of
“Sweatbox Matter”, Robillard and Wood to appeal

Chris Robillard and Diane Wood at Royal
Alexandra Hospital February 13, 2010
where Chris was recovering from being beat-
en by a security guard. He sustained 13 bro-
ken ribs, a broken wrist and other injuries.

Victor Robillard, one of the nine involved
in the Sweatbox matter, said, “I am no
garbage. I am a human being. They had no
right to treat me like that.”

Citizen vigilance essential
The “Sweatbox incident” will not be the

last time police violate the human rights of
people in the view of Lewis Cardinal, co-chair
of the Aboriginal Committee on Human
Rights and Justice and a community activist.

“What happened to these people under-
lines the importance of ordinary citizens
being vigilant. Whenever you have state-
sponsored power such as the police, there is
the potential for abuse,” Cardinal says.

“When I heard about what happened I
was sick to my stomach. The more poor you
are, the less rights you seem to have, the
more you can be humiliated and treated as a
second class citizen,” he observes.

What happened needs to be seen as a
human rights issue, not only an Aboriginal
one, according to Cardinal. “Next time it
could be anyone in our increasingly multicul-
tural city. There are many groups who feel
there is too much racism in the police,”
Cardinal notes.

Cardinal is critical of one of the officers
being ordered to take a course on working
with aboriginals. “First of all, there is no evi-
dence such a course even exists,” he says,
explaining as far as he knows it has been
years since such a course was available. “But
even if there was something, a day of 'guilt
camp' is useless. Making skill in cultural
sensitivity a punishment for those who have

been found guilty of bad behaviour is the
wrong way to go.”

Good indigenous cross-cultural compe-
tency training would be proactive, deeply
integrated into the training of all police, with
policies requiring it to be a continuing part of
their work, even with pay scales depending
on achievement of this training. “The training
needs to lead police not to have just  assort-
ed historical facts and figures, but to have
understanding of the culture and thinking of
aboriginal people,” he explains.

Cardinal also feels it is a fundamental
error to continue to let police investigate
themselves. “This investigation took far too
long, so the importance of it was lost. And
there is a built in bias-- the 'code of blue'--
when investigations are internal,” he charges.
Cardinal says the disciplinary hearings for
the officers involved are nothing but a slap
on the wrist.

“The reports are that the people involved
were driven around the city crammed in a
police van with the heat on high and the
driver doing brake tests to throw them
around. They ended the trip in a remote part
of the city, physically injured and fearful.
This is a serious violation of human rights,”
Cardinal explains in making the case for a
more vigorous response to the actions.

By Jim Gurnett

“Yeah....they can
come and re-claim
their mis-located

garbage.”
Constable Zacharuk, Edmonton Police Service
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The organization's formal name, the
Edmonton City Centre Church Corporation,
is awkward and doesn't tell anyone what it
does. It's informal name, E4C, is convenient,
but perhaps even less informative. Yet by
either name, E4C or the Edmonton City
Centre Church Corporation, the organization
is one of Edmonton's largest social service
agencies. It administers 22 varied programs,
many of which are better known and recog-
nized than their parent. (See sidebar.) As it
celebrates its fortieth anniversary in 2010,
E4C hopes to raise its profile and make
Edmontonians more familiar with its names,
its programs, and its needs.

Jim Draginda is E4C's fund
development associate. We met in
his office in the former Alex Taylor
School (9321 Jasper Avenue), now
the home of the organization's
administration and some of its
programs.

Edmonton Street News Give
us a quick overview of E4C.

Jim Draginda E4C stands for
the Edmonton City Centre Church
Corporation. Years ago pastors,
and ministers, and priests from
inner city churches would meet
on a regular basis for lunch or
coffee and try and sort out prob-
lems in the inner city. There were
five of them, representing All
Saints Anglican Cathedral,
Augustana Lutheran Church,
First Baptist Church, McDougall
United Church, and St. Joseph's
Roman Catholic Basilica. By 1970
they realized the problems were
getting bigger and they needed
some kind of a structure. They
couldn't deal with things over
lunch or in coffee meetings any
more. They couldn't do the kind of
fundraising that was needed. So
they put a board together, incor-
porated an organization, hired an
executive director, and began to
formalize some of the things that
they were doing.

That was 40 years ago. Today E4C is the
umbrella group for over 22 agencies. When
we say E4C or Edmonton City Centre Church
Corporation, most people don't know who we
are. But when we mention Kids in the Hall
Bistro; the School Lunch Program; Clareview
Head Start; Crossroads and Crossroads
Outreach; housing projects such as the
Women's Emergency Accommodation Centre
(WEAC), they go “Oh, that's who you are. I
didn't know that.” We're making a special
effort for our fortieth anniversary to get the
message out about who we are and what we
do. 

ESN Has the vision changed over the
years?

JD The core is still there: building com-
munities and changing lives. We look at
housing the homeless. We look at feeding
children and adults. And we look at prepar-
ing adults and families to be more success-
ful. 

ESN Your central administration is locat-
ed in the Boyle Street area. Is the inner city
still your main focus?

JD We're active throughout the city. But
the focus is on the inner city.

We're constantly looking at ways of pro-
viding housing for people that don't have it:
affordable housing, emergency accommoda-
tion, transitional housing. The philosophy
now is Housing First; if you can put a roof
over somebody's head, not worrying about
the issues they have—their addictions, their
alcoholism, their mental problems—if you
can get them settled so they can have some
security, you can deal with their issues more
effectively. 

From WEAC women can move into
Crossroads Downtown, where they can start
getting their life together, getting their lives
sorted out, before they move out on their
own. Our case workers still work with them

after they leave. We don't say “Here's an
apartment for you. Off you go.” We have a
case management team that follows up.

ESN Do you have any Housing First pro-
grams under way at the moment? You have a
number of housing projects, but are they
specifically Housing First programs?

JD We're working very closely with the
city and the school boards. There is surplus
school land available in the city, and we
might be able to create some affordable
housing there. Or we can take over buildings
throughout the city and convert them into
affordable housing. 

ESN There is opposition from communi-
ties that don't want low-cost housing in their
neighbourhoods.

JD That's right. Not in my backyard.
NIMBY. But we're beginning to say the same
thing: Not in our back yard. Why does low-
cost housing all have to be in the inner city?
Why does it have to be in McCauley? Why
does it have to be in Boyle Street?

ESN Are you alone in that fight?
JD The city is behind us. So is

Homeward Trust, with funding. But whenev-
er you say you want to build affordable
housing, the flags go up. The drawbridges get
raised, and the parapets get armed. People
say, "We don't want it here; it'll bring down
property values." We have to keep plugging
away. It can't all be in one place. 

One of the things that's lacking is accom-
modation for families, single mothers with
kids. There are lots of bachelor suites. There
are lots of studio suites available for individ-
uals. But if you want a two-bedroom place,
they're few and far between. We've purchased
a two-storey rooming house near here that
right now has eight individual units in it. Not
suites: just rooms with a sink and a hot
plate, a bed, a chair, and a little shower.
We’re looking for funding and we want to
renovate it. Rather than eight single rooms,
there will be three suites with extra bed-
rooms and self-contained private entrances
for families. At low cost.

We were talking with a fairly large devel-
oper the other day. He said developers want
large plots of serviced land. They can't build
one house at a time. In order for them to
even think about getting involved, you're
talking about 30 or 40 units. That's where
the surplus of school land comes in. 

We know there is resistance from neigh-
bourhoods. We know the city and province
have to be involved. But the developers are
willing to build.

ESN You seem to be operating as an
advocate in this, trying to prepare the com-
munity and the market.

JD Certainly as an advocate. But also in
search of a project where we can pull devel-
opers and levels of government together.

ESN How many people does E4C have on
staff? 

JD The last count we had was close to
250, including part-time and casual people.
For example, we hire servers from the school
community to provide some kind of income
for the mothers whose kids are in the School
Lunch Program. Full time, it's just a over a

hundred. 
ESN How many kids are

being served in the School Lunch
Program?

JD We serve 2,500 in 12
high-needs elementary schools.
We feed a hot lunch to the entire
school. We don't single out those
that come hungry to school.
During the summer we have a
snack program working with the
city through Parks and
Recreation, in the playgrounds.
We deliver healthy snacks there.
So there's some nutrition being
provided for that same core
group throughout the year. 

ESN You mentioned volun-
teers earlier. 

JD There are some volun-
teers that work with kids in the
Early Learning programs. But in
other areas, a volunteer just isn't
appropriate. I've worked in
places like Meals on Wheels
where the entire organization is
volunteer-driven, with a very
small staff. All of the meals, and
the packaging, and everything
else is all done by volunteers. It's
a fairly easy thing to train people

to do that. But when you're work-
ing with inner-city agencies, and
so on, it's more specialized.

ESN What other kinds of help
do you need?

JD The biggest challenge that we've got is
financial. We don't know what the fallout
from the new provincial budget is yet, but we
know we could have problems. Not just this
organization, but the community.

We have evidence right now of what hap-
pens if you let the infrastructure go to save
money. We went through that in the '90s.
We're paying the price now by having to go
back in debt to fix the stuff that should have
been fixed then. It's far cheaper to look after
your house and maintain it than it is to fix it
after you've let it go. 

E4C at 40: Still growing community, still
changing lives, still seeking an identity

Jim Draginda, E4C's fund development associate: “Why does low-cost
housing all have to be in the inner city? Why does it have to be in
McCauley? Why does it have to be in Boyle Street?

E4C programs—
a varied menu of services

Early Learning Services
Artstart
Clareview Head Start
Early Head Start
Northeast Community Program
Transitional Services
Crossroads
Elizabeth House
Mosaic Centre
Women's Emergency 
Accommodation Centre
Women Moving Forward
Housing-Mental Health Services
Case Management Team
Housing
Our Place
Nutrition-Community Services
Make Tax Time Pay
School Lunch Program
Social Enterprise
Financial Management Program
Kids in the Hall Bistro
Detailed information on all these 
programs is available on line at
www.e4calberta.org.
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ESN So money is a great need. How can
people donate?

JD You can donate by phone. On our
web site at www.e4calberta.org, you can
donate on line. It's a very simple process. We
have an arrangement with Canada Helps,
which provides an online donations service
for charities across the country. We pay
three per cent to get that service, so the
administration cost is very low. 

ESN Let me get a little more personal.
Why are you working here rather than at a
place with a little more security and a
future?

JD I spent 15 years of
my working life with the
Edmonton Journal. I sold
advertising for a while, but
the last third of my career
there was in community
relations. I had an opportu-
nity to start working with
not-for-profit agencies, pri-
marily at that time with the
United Way, looking after
the employee campaign at
the Journal. The more I
worked with the United
Way, the more I realized
that I might take a tiny bit
of a hit economically if I left
the corporate world for the
not-for-profit, but the work
would have a far greater
benefit to the community.
So I made the move.

ESN If you could be
king of the world for a day
and you could make a decision that would
make a difference, what would it be?

JD Everybody gets a roof over their head.
Everybody gets food. My focus has always
been Mazlow's hierarchy of needs: at the
base of that pyramid, you have the basics of
life. Let's stay warm. Let's stay secure. Let's
stay fed. If you've got that, you've got the
energy or whatever you need to start improv-
ing your lot in life. You're not going to be
able to do it if your focus has to be on where
your next meal is coming from or where
you're going to sleep tonight. 

ESN That's not an attitude that finds a
lot of favour in the current climate. The
sense of community is weaker now. One of
E4C's goals is to build community. How
might you do that?

JD It's gotten considerably tougher to do.
I grew up in Edmonton. I was born and
raised here in the Highlands. I knew all of
the neighbours. All of the kids went to
Highlands School and then off to Eastglen.
The schools were focal points of the commu-
nity. So were the churches. But today, we
don't have any focal points left in our com-
munities. Kids go to schools all over the city.

Churches are losing congre-
gations. There are no com-
munity centres any more.
Back in the '60s, there was
a dance in the community
hall for the teenagers every
Friday and Saturday night.
There was a live band play-
ing at every community hall
in this city on weekends.
Today you look out and say
What are the kids doing?
What do they have to do?
There doesn't appear to be
a whole lot.

Maybe it's because we
didn't have malls then. We
only had Westmount. We've
lost those places where peo-
ple can gather to share. For
a time all of my family lived
on one block. All of my
mom's brothers and sisters
had houses in a row. My

kids are spread all over the county. I've got
one in Hawaii, one in California, a couple in
Nelson, B.C., one in Calgary. I'm sure people
in what we call our community are in the
same boat. People are spread all over.
There's no connection back anymore. 

ESN How do you attack that challenge?
JD I wish I had an answer for that. I

don't. If I did, I'd be king, maybe for longer
than a day. But I don't.

ESN This building was once a community
centre.

JD It was, when it was still a school and

Steve Ramsankar was the principal. He did
things for the community. There was a focus
here. He fed kids here. He got the parents
involved here. He built the community
around this particular location. To me it's
sort of symbolic of what we're trying to do,
make it a community. But it's a toughie. It
isn't easy.

By Allan Sheppard

“Whenever you say
you want to build

affordable housing,
the flags go up, the

drawbridges get
raised, and the

parapets get
armed.’’

Does the word data mean anything to
you? Does the thought of up-to-date stats
about social issues make you quiver with
excitement? Does nothing make your day like
a well-put-together pie chart? For John
Kolkman the answer to all these questions is
a resounding, but staid yes.

Edmonton Street News invited Kolkman,
research coordinator of the Edmonton Social
Planning Council, to present the council’s
latest report, We must do better: it’s time to
make Alberta poverty-free. Ten minutes into
his talk, it became clear the man obviously
loves his data, stats and pie charts.

“Chart 6 on page 10 of the report is awe-
some,” he said at one point during his pres-
entation

That’s the kind of enthusiasm that only
a diehard researcher can express. But when
you listen to Kolkman link his research to
seious social problems, it becomes evident
his skill with numbers exists in service to his
passion for ending poverty in Alberta.

For him, the research is about people; it’s
about affecting real social change

The audience at the public meeting,
Street News’s second such event, may have
flinched when it became apparent that they
had an evening of charts, stats and data in
store, but Kolkman’s conversational and
decidedly not-ivory-tower-academic presenta-
tion quickly earned the rapt attention of
everybody in the room.

Where others may have focused on the
research itself, Kolkman humanized the data,
talking of the different groups whose suffer-
ing during Alberta’s recent boom has been
aggravated by the current recession.

“The most vulnerable groups are hit the
hardest,” said Kolkman when discussing how
to interpret the most recent stats in the con-
text of the very current recession. “They’re
affected disproportionately.”

He also dispelled some myths like the

commonly held belief that it’s mostly young
people earning the lowest wages in Alberta
when in fact it’s the 45-plus demographic
working most low paying jobs.

At the end of the night the audience left
not only with a grave understanding of
poverty in Alberta, but also with a grave
resolve to do something about the problem.

We must do better is available for free
online at www.edmontonsocialplanning.ca.

By Tim Wilson

A timely service 
Helping Families Get the Most Out

of Tax Time
People with lower income need to do their

taxes to receive government rebates and ben-
efits such as GST, the Canada Child Tax
Benefit, and extended health care subsidies.
For many, if they do not complete their taxes,
they cannot access benefits and subsidies
they may be entitled to. These benefits can
result in healthier children through access to
dental care, optical care and prescription
medications. Also, for people with limited
access to recreation there is free admission
into city swimming pools, arenas and other
city facilities through the City of Edmonton
Leisure Access Pass. Make Tax Time Pay
helps connect people to the services they are
entitled to.

Make Tax Time Pay is a volunteer-run ini-
tiative that assists individuals and families
with lower incomes to get their taxes done for
free. Twenty-eight community-based tax sites
are located across the city during March &
April each year. 

For more information contact:
Make Tax Time Pay9321 Jasper Avenue

Edmonton AB T5H 3T7 Phone: (780) 424-
5408Fax: (780) 424-1201ewolbeck@e4calber-
ta.org

(Adapted from the E4C web site)

Charting social change



The article
"Stop Social
Housing” by Gordon
Kent, Edmonton
Journal, Jan
14,2010. contains
the following:  "no
one says don't help
the homeless or the
downtrodden or the
mentally ill. We are
just saying do more
careful planning".
Does this planning

mean what Mr. Warren Champion, president
of the Central Mcdougall Community League
referred to when he said that the city needs
a policy for where to locate subsidized hous-
ing....far away from the city, to an island or
Glenora.     "Hope Mission continues to be a
centre of welcoming, serving and caring for
those in our community that are in need.
Sharing Hope mission's 83 year history is a
way to recognize its importance to our city
and inspire hope for the future of the organi-
zation and those it serves,” said  Stephen
Mandel Mayor.

Immigration hall is totally different from
other subsidized homes so Hope Mission
social housing is exactly what Mayor
Stephen Mandel said in Gordon' article;"
There are parts of the city, (thanks mayor),
you try to do something different (we tried
and did), we need to have a new way to look
at this issue.” (Yup mayor we have vision,
and we already took actions, such sweet
action. Hope mission Rehab program is art
to make a new person, to save life. And Hope
Mission really did that for me. I felt at home
in that place and in that community.)     So
don't touch my community, please. Our
social housing is here to stay. We are the
spirit of the inner city and Hope Mission will
be part of a major development. What is on
the horizon is an aim to increase the popula-
tion of downtown from its current 10,000
residents to 24,000 in the next 24 years.
That comes to an increase of 112 persons
each year (it should be 2688), and then it's a
12%.    

No wonder there is such concern over
the 52-suite apartment building being built
in the area. The homeowners and might I
venture, decent renters have had to deal
with the fact that one fifth of the city’s subsi-
dized housing is in their backyard, along
with the crime that tends to follow it. So
neighbour, that is better for both of us come
down to truly meet each other...letting go of
anger and separation or it's fact that
Edmonton chooses to be a very conservative

city forever: (Don’t take me wrong, crime is
found everywhere, and one doesn't need to
be poor to be a criminal...just take a look at
politics and government if you don't believe
me. It's really about the type of crimes that
follow the poor and I think the image it
gives. We'd all rather live next to a profes-
sional embezzler than a drug dealer, would-
n't we?     

The residents of the neighborhood, I
think, are tired of the three am. Wake up
sirens, bars on the windows, squatters in
the back yard and having to leave work early
to make sure their eight-year-old makes it
home from school clean and sober. Those
are all valid and understandable concerns
that the city needs to address. Of course
growing this type of housing is an extremely
positive thing for the city.      

The fear today is this: Hope Mission is
building a three-quarter house for their
rehab graduates while the get back into soci-
ety. People see is another subsidized housing
unit for homeless"; they are tired and afraid
and rightly so. 

It's not about whether we like or dislike
the idea. It's about need for Hope Mission
and McCauley to interact together. It's all
about the fact that we need to talk about it.
I will make no justifications for the city or for
Hope mission social housing -.none at all. I
mean, I came up with the idea and shared it
with Hope Mission community and adminis-
tration in 2007, 2008, and 2009...and I was
able to get a commitment of 2,3 million more
for funding but they dragged their heels and
lost the opportunity. But I will boast about
the people who will be utilizing the facility.
Many of them may be poor but they did the
work. They put the time in to become better
people and create a better neighbourhood.
They are all unique individuals and none of
them are perfect. But do you think that
they'll tolerate a drug deal going down in
front of their home? No, absolutely not! They
know their lives depend on this.    

So, I love, respect and trust these men? I
lived outside (from your mark-zone). I lived
in Glenora, and twice times in six months
my spouse's car was broken. Two years ago,
I was graduated here, I'm working here, I’m
living here, and I'm counseling my brothers
in the rehab program of Hope Mission. I
came back here because I missed this
place...I left a beautiful house in Glenora to
share love with you, and my brothers from
social housing and I trust these guys more
than my old neighbhours.

Edwin Visio

Page 6                 Edmonton Street News

Thomas Lukazuk, the new Provincial
Labour Minister, spends more on his hair
stylist's services in one month than a mini-
mum wage earner would earn in a month. I
am appalled that he believes 12¢ per hour
increased labour costs would cause most
businesses to lay off staff. This is the same
Government that has caused utility costs to
become unreasonable through it's de-regula-
tion policies. I did not see any Tory anguish
when Alberta saw value added businesses
such as meat packing and manufacturing
move to Manitoba due to cheaper utility
costs.    

Many of Edmonton's homeless people are
employed workers, and some support
dependent children. This heartless detached
Tory government can afford recent 34% wage
increases for themselves and now have
expanded cabinet to 31 ministries. They have
promoted many Government Members ( not
back benchers as this term offends Premier
Stelmach) to Assistant Ministers and
Committee/ Policy Chairpersons. The
Premier's Office pays out higher salaries to
party hacks to run their publicity than the
exorbitant salaries they pay themselves.

Soon we will have to pay out Dr. Duckett's
six figure bonus for his stellar job in fixing
health care.     

One of the highest causes of higher
health care cost is poverty, so it  makes per-
fect sense to decrease benefits to the least
able people in society. Alan Greenspan for-
mer US Federal Reserve Chairman said that
the bailouts to banks were necessary to keep
the "free market" working. The pain is worth
the gain. How come in this competitive free
market Alberta the very wealthy can have a
10% flat tax on income and the poor can
have no raise to a minimum wage, decreased
help with affordable shelter, and frozen fund-
ing to grants to Person's with Disabilities.
Mr Stelmach, I do appreciate your efforts to
clarify your message. The poor can have the
pain and the wealthy can have the gain.

Sincerely
Bob Borreson
PO Box 302
Bon Accord AB
T0A 0K0780 921 3856
borreson@shaw.ca 

Poor have the pain while the wealthy have the gain

Easter is the
most joyous cele-
bration of the year
for Christians. It is
a time when we
celebrate the death
and resurrection of
our beloved Lord
Jesus who sacri-
ficed His life on
the cross for all
the sins of
mankind. Some

Christians start the celebration with Lent
which is 40 days of spiritual preparation
before Easter when there are special church
services, fasting and prayer. 

On Good Friday, April 2nd, Christians
will give all thanks and praise to The Lord
Jesus for leaving the beauty of Heaven to
come to this earth to live and die for us.
Since none of us can enter Heaven with our
sin, Jesus paid the price for us so that one
day we could be there with Him forever.
This is Jesus’ promise to all of His followers,
“In my Father’s house are many mansions. If
it were not so, I would have told you. I am
going there to prepare a place for you. And if
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
back and take you to be with me that you
also may be where I am.” (John 14:2, 3)  And
Jesus, as the Glorious Son of God, said that
there is only one way that people can enter
Heaven, “I am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to The Father except
through me.” (John 14:6)

On Sunday, Easter Day, April 4,
Christians will gather in a vibrant, joyous
church service to celebrate the day that
Jesus rose from the dead and conquered
death for all mankind. It is recorded in the
Bible that Jesus appeared to His disciples
right after He had risen from the dead and
also over a period of 40 days before He
ascended into Heaven to be with His Father
forever and to prepare a place for us. These
joyous appearances of Jesus after His resur-
rection are recorded in Matthew Chapter 28;
Mark Ch. 16; Luke Ch. 24; John Ch. 20, 21
and Acts 1.

Christians are also filled with joy and
thanksgiving on Easter Day because they
know that just as Jesus rose from the dead,
they need not fear death because they too
will rise after death into Heaven where they
will be with Jesus forever! Hallelujah!
Thanks be to God!

Some of the most beautiful hymns have
been written for Easter Day.

By  Judy Brown

The Woman at the Well
I have a history of physical and sexual

abuse. Also promiscuity and adultery. I’ve
been married three times and I am still
married to a man I haven’t seen in ten
years. Due to circumstances there is no way
we can ever be reconciled so divorce is
God’s will. I’ve struggled with mental illness
due to alcohol and drug abuse until July
2009.

I asked Jesus to be my saviour and
lord at a young age, and through all of the
vents until now, Jesus has remained true to
his promises. He has never let me go. He
has delivered me and healed me. He is still
healing me. I am a work in progress. Is till
struggle with cigarette smoking but I know
over time that will fall away.

The shame and guilt of my past is
gone. Every time the enemy throws stones,
and he tries, I have learned to stand on
God’s promises and there are many There is
nothing too great that Jesus can’t or won’t
forgive. Nothing about you takes him by
surprise.

By Tammy Cao

The Celebration of Easter
April 2-4, 2010

Opinion
Communication needed between Hope Mission social
housing and the community 



Chapter 19.2 Travelling 
Sharon Spencer

Finally, my father consented to me
returning home for a short while. Apparently
several concerned wives had called and con-
vinced him it was in his own best interest to
take me home. Only Mama knew about the
baby but we never spoke of it. I think her
idea was if you didn’t talk about something it
went away. It really was great to be home
once more without all the tension. The
unspoken understanding was this wasn’t a
permanent situation.

Restlessness was stirring up in my sprit
and wanderlust for adventure. It seems my
father had instilled with in me a curiosity for
new places. Soon a girlfriend wrote with an
invitation to come to Sudbury. A fresh start
seemed like the answer, so with a strong
sense of excitement for a new escapade and a
train ticket in my hand, off I went into the
wild blue yonder.

The inspiration of being on my own in
another part of the country, far from home
was very intriguing to me. Gone were the soft
rolling hills and abundant seacoast, traded
for a booming northern mining town.
Unfortunately back then Sudbury was a
man’s town and there weren’t many jobs for
women. Soon found myself babysitting again
– a great future. I could have done that in
Halifax without moving half way across the
country to do it. After several months and
careful consideration I opted for Hamilton
and my Grandparents place.

Although neither grandparent was told I
was coming,  they at least had the good
graces not to act dismayed upon my arrival. I
was welcomed into their loving home without
a moment’s hesitation. What a change! They
were so ordinary and considerate. They were
from a different generation -  one of courtesy
and refinement. They overwhelmed me with
there generosity and constant unconditional
love, something I’d never experienced before.
For the first time in a long I took a long

breath and breathed easily, feeling safe in my
new surroundings.

A special bonus was that I had all these
cousins and aunts I didn't even know about.
Suddenly I belonged. I was Helen’s daughter
here and that seemed to count for something
special. I had my own genealogy and I
belonged to an extended family and best of
all, the only trees were family trees. There
were no ladders or circle games, just fun and
acceptance. It overwhelmed me and I reveled
in the true essence of love.

Soon I fell back on my nursing skills, and
found work in a local nursing home. There I
made several good friends and did a lot of
traveling and partying on our days off. Since
we traveled close to border we would often
leave work, drink on one side, then go across
the border to drink an hour later? I got to see
a lot of the countryside and it instilled within
me a hunger for new places and people. I
liked life at a fast pace it because didn’t leave
a lot of time for thinking.

Those next two years were some of the
best of my life. I was surrounded by family
and friends who accepted me just the way I
was. Unfortunately, like every other great
thing, nothing lasts forever. Maybe that's
why we appreciate good times so much. They
are like an oasis in a dry and dusty land
.They are the stuff memories are made of; the
kind we pack safely away and pull out of our
spiritual knapsack when times are really bad
and we need a warm fuzzy place to crawl into
and repair. They provide a place of sweet
repose from a cold and cruel world.

The end came when my grandmother was
going on her annual senior’s trip and
thought it unseemly for me to stay with my
grandfather. I was usually shipped off to an
aunt, but somehow none were available, so
off to cousin Jim's in Toronto I went.

Now Cousin Jim needs some explanation.
Jim passed away several years ago and I’ll
dearly miss him. My mother had only one
brother, and he had three children. Jim and
I were the black sheep of the families, which

seemed to be a common bond between us.
Although I loved him with all my heart and
he had many enduring qualities, some of his
constitution bares a second look.

His financial situation usually gravitated
between disheartening and desperation. This
was such a terrible shame since Jim always
had a taste for the finer things in life, and let
me tell you folks, nothing can get in the way
of a good time any quicker than poverty.

But Cousin Jim, being a resourceful per-
son, was not to be held back by a simple
thing like lack of funds. Being of a strong,
enterprising spirit, he was quick to take
advantage of any opportunity that would
enhance his otherwise frugal lifestyle. For
some reason, unknown to me, Jim and his
wife saw me as a commodity, or relational
merchandise to maximize his somewhat
impoverished standard of living. They would
entice me out for an evening of fun. Much to
my amazement we would end up at legions
and army and navy clubs. These were not
the clubs of my choices. Soon older or unat-
tractive men would be sitting at our table
buying drinks for everyone. It took me quite
a while before I figured out I was the bait for
the free nights out. They were not simply
taking me out to show me the town, I was
the show. In his persuasive way Jim assured
me that it was in all our best interest that I
enjoy the attentions of my aged suitors for
the free nights out. Although I strongly dis-
liked this arrangement I was lacking in confi-
dence to speak it. Thank God I didn’t have to
go home with them.

Sleeping at the shelters
By Pedro Schultz

One day I walked
with two friends from
The Mustard Seed to
the Hope Mission and
decided to experience
what it’s like to sleep
there. We waited out-
side about a half-hour
with about 20 other
people ahead of us.
People were patted
down to make sure

they didn’t have weapons and all of their
belongings were packed into garbage bags.
For some, this was all they owned. We were
each given a blanket and the choice of which
mat to sleep on. The sleeping arrangement
was that you had two pairs of feet beside
your head.

John Roberts, one of the clients, offered
me two good books to read. We also read the
Bible before trying to sleep. By 4 a.m. I was
still awake so I walked home. A few others
went to work at that time.

Another night, I decided to experience
what it’s like to stay overnight at the Hope
Mission Herb Jamieson Centre, Edmonton’s
men’s shelter. I arrived about 9:45 p.m. and
waited outside with five others. We were let
in at 10:15, and then I waited in line with
about 20 men until 11 p.m. I got a ticket to
designate a mat for me where I slept about
four hours among 27 others on an inch thick
mat without a blanket or pillow 

My original spot smelled so badly from
the guys around me that I moved to another
spot.

I had been told to sleep on my belongings
or they could be stolen. James, a friend of

mine, related his experience about work
boots that had been stolen. Later, someone
offered to sell him a pair. The guy wanted $9
for them. James saw that they were his and
grabbed them from him.

Another day when I went to the Herb, I
was able to get one of 12 bunk beds. A few
guys read in the hallway. I brought some
fruit, juice boxes and New Testaments along
with me and they were gratefully accepted. I
slept about five hours that night.

People on mats had to leave at 6 a.m.
Most went two blocks away to the Boyle
Street Community Services that is open from
6 to 9 a.m.
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Mamma’s Chicken’s

Without
We sleep in your abandoned houses, 
without sheets,
We eat your abandoned food, 
without taste,
We drink your abandoned water, 
without heat,
We live in your waste
Without love.

We lie beaten in your streets, 
without cures,
We beg for food, without homes,
W look at your stocks without wealth,
We are thrown behind bars
Without justice

We catch your diseases without cures,
We fall in your alleys without health,
We fight your barriers without help,
We die forgotten
Without strength

By Tammy Cao

Adventures of a Street Pastor



At the Strathcona Farmers’ market where
he sold Edmonton Street News on Saturdays,
Leonard (Lenoose) Martial took photographs
of the other vendors for a photo story he was
working on for Alberta Views. He was excited
about his assignment and proud of the cam-
era they had given him. That story was never
completed.

Five days later, on January 28, Mr.
Martial died. He was 47 years old.

He is survived by his sisters Clara and
Marie, and brothers Alfred, Henry and
Walter.

Mr. Martial was born in Cold Lake, the
youngest of six children. By the age of three,

he was orphaned and went to live with his
grandparents and by the age of 17, Mr.
Martial was drinking heavily. For the next 30
years he spent much of his life on the street,
homeless most of the time, in a haze of alco-
hol and street drugs, and he was incarcerat-
ed a number of times on drinking and drug
related charges. He did manage to pull his
life together a few times, but each time, he
relapsed and wound up going back to drink-
ing and drugs.

About 2000, during an extended period of
sobriety, Mr. Martial became interested in
writing and taking photographs for Our Voice
the Street Newsmagazine. They even gave
him the use of a camera. For months he
chronicled his struggle to stay sober.

He relapsed into street life and homeless-
ness, then about 2006, he was again able to
sober up, this time long enough to find
employment and housing away from the
street, before another relapse.

Finally, 18 months before his death, with
the help of his sister, Marie, and the staff of
the Boyle Street Community Services Mr.
Martial made another determined effort to
get his life on track, this time going into a
rehab program at Gunn Centre. When he
was finished the treatment, he found an
apartment at the east end of the city, away
from the temptations of downtown and got a
pet cat he named Ladybug. That cat gave
him one more reason to stay sober.

"Somebody told me that if I got an ani-
mal, that you have to take care of it and once
you start caring for the animal, you start to
learn about responsibility, “ Mr. Martial said.

Mr. Martial’s 47 birthday, celebrated at
Boyle Street, surrounded by family, and
street family, was also a very special land-
mark for him – it was the one-year anniver-
sary of his decision to quit drinking. The
staff at Boyle Street presented him with an
eagle feather, a first for Boyle Street. He was
proud of his Native haritage and was fluent
in Cree

Mr. Martial’s interest in photography
revived when two University of Calgary social
work students who were doing their commu-
nity development practicum at Boyle Street,
decided to use PhotoVoice, a program that
encourages people to use photography as a
way to tell their stories. He volunteered for
the project because he wanted to share the
street life he had known for thirty years as a
“drunk, a thief, and a crack addict” to let
people know that there is a way out.

Mr. Martial has had stories about his
struggle to overcome addiction published in
Our Voice and in Edmonton Street News,
and he told his story with a series of photo-
graphs as well.

More than 100 people attended the
memorial for Mr. Martial on February 3 at
boyle Street. 

By Linda Dumont

HEY! Did you think you were normal,
functioning and happy? You are NOT! You
are at risk! The siren sounds and the warn-
ing lights go on! You are suffering from a
gross deficiency in your life, and it is threat
to your very existence. No problem, what you
are deficient in is Product X and ‘they’ just
happen to have some to sell you.

In an ideal world, commerce would be fair
and above board i.e., present the product,
tell the truth and if the product idea is good,
sales should be successful. Unfortunately,
the are a large number of ad executives who
are well-educated, monetarily motivated,
quasi social scientists who are NOT playing
fair. The true social scientist studies people
with intent to understand and possibly help
society. Political science and Business majors
studying advertising, use social research to
exploit people, particularly those less aware
of the rules.

‘They’ will use any means necessary, fair
or unfair to expose your weaknesses as
human beings and consumers…

Sex has sold products for years - remem-
ber the subliminal ice cubes? Recently, with
the aid of a little neuro-science, FEAR has
taken over marketing. Fear and its immedi-
ate resolution is a much stronger motivator
for selling products, ideas or charity, than
sex could ever be. When you are scared and
anxious, sex takes a back seat. Fear acti-
vates the unconscious biological THREAT
response system originally designed to pro-

tect us from foes. The adrenaline kicks-in,
the pulse and blood pressure rise and you
feel anxious and uncomfortable. Immediately,
they present the solution in the form of some
product for sale. Even the thought will ease
you back to calm.

The ‘fear-mongering method of advertis-
ing’ is easily identified. if you know how.
They are so predictable they are formulaic.
Basically, here is “The Formula” for the ‘fear-
mongering method of advertising’: There are
a million variations on this formula, simply
change the THREAT to suit the product.

The Formula:
1) Present THREAT to initiate the biologi-

cal ‘Threat Response’ - creates anxiety. 
2) It is a THREAT because you lack X -

they can provide X. 3) If you buy product X,
the THREAT is gone - anxiety subsides.

Advertisers typically threaten three basic
human conditions: a) physical health, b)
social relationships and c) personal self-iden-
tity and well-being. Present a threat to your
health and poof - instant anxiety. Present a
threat to your social life poof - anxiety.
Present a threat to your identity or self worth
poof - anxiety. These people are highly
schooled and study for years on how to get
this response. We are unconscious victims of
science turned bad.

Health care products are Huge! Why?
Because we buy them. The real question is
why we buy them. Excluding actual sick peo-
ple, most purchases are due to fear monger-

ing advertising. Ray Moynihan in his book,
Selling sickness: How the World's Biggest
Pharmeutical Companies Are Turning Us All
into Patients, he provides evidence on how
women are presented with the idea that
menopause is a physical deficiency, not a
normal natural state of aging. This deficiency
threatens horrific symptoms ranging from
hot flashes to nervous breakdowns. No prob-
lem, the drug companies have a little X lay-
ing around that will solve all your problems
and even get you playing tennis.

Human beings need to be social; that is,
they need their fellow man/woman. These
social THREAT commercials work two ways.
The first is simple, if you do not buy product
X, you are offensive to others and risk social
isolation. The second is a little more subtle
e.g., buy product X and boost your social
relations, make more contacts and increase
your likelihood of love and success. In this
case, if you do not buy product X, your suc-
cess is threatened.

Finally, advertisers looking to lift a few
more bucks from your pockets will threaten
your identity and self worth. In my opinion,
people identify with celebrities way too much.
However, celebrities in ads foster that posi-
tive image you identify with, and then they
present product X. The threat here is cogni-
tive dissonance. These idols use product X,
so if you do not, maybe you are not as solid
with this identity as you thought - creates
tension.

Humans react to abstract threats and
these companies have learned to use that
information for their own greedy gains. Be
aware of the most sinister of these, the ones
that presents themselves as caring folk just
trying to ‘educate you’. It is a more sophisti-
cated celebrity presentation, where supposed
academics (whom we used to trust and
respect) are actually doctors and scientists
paid buy the company who is selling product
X. They come across as sincere and knowl-
edgeable, yet are getting hefty fees for speak-
ing on the product behalf. 

Okay, what can we do about it? First,
simply become aware of their tactics, learn
and understand ‘The Formula’. Secondly,
whenever possible refrain from purchasing
products from companies using this method
of advertising. These techniques work on the
unconscious and the unsuspecting. Knowing
the rules of the game is helpful. Be aware
and choose wisely.

by xntrk
xntrkpublishing@gmail.com

The Meaning of Love

Love is that someone that enriches our life
with kindness.

Love is the driving force
that manifest inside of us.
Love is the spark that keeps 
our candle of hope bright.
Love is the constellation of words
that embraces us and touches our heart.
Love is when your eyes lights up,
when you meet mine.
Love is the essence
of your being.
Love is the fragrance that lingers like a
shadow 
when I think about you.
Love is the wellspring of wishes and dreams
that become rays of sunshine.
Love is the incredible trust
that brought our footprints
in life together
and became the sharing of
unforgettable memories
encased in love and kindness 

By Maria B. 

Lenoose Martial told his story with photographs

Lenoose (Lenard) Martial, centre, outside
the Boyle Street Community Services.

xntrkChallenger:
The Formula – Fear replaces sex to sell




